| WHATIS A BIA?

The BIA Concept

The Busmess Improvement Area (BIA) concept isa mechamsm for
: 1 ' the promonon of an area as a busmess ot shoppmg area

2 the unprovement beautlﬁcatlon and mamtenance of munrcrpaliy owned lands, bu11d1ngs and structures in
" the area, beyond that which is provlded by the C1ty of Ottawa. In other words BIA members pay to
nnprove munlcrpal propertles

HOW IS A BIA ESTABLISHED"

ATo m1t1ate a BIA the busmess assomatton ot group of busmess people are adv1sed to contact the Department of
Economic Development at City Hall to discuss the idea in more detail. Should the business people decideto
proceed a letter requisitioning desrgnatlon of their atea as a BIA should be sent to the Commissioner of Econoric
Development at City Hall. At this time, a meeting should be orgamzed in the area to explam the BIA concept to all
“affected business people. The Departrnent of Economic Development will assist with the mieeting. The Economic
Affans Cornmrttee and C1ty Councﬂ may then approve in prmmpal the desrgnatlon of the BIA.

Notlficatlon and Ob]ectlon )

- Every busrness in the proposed area w1ll be notlfied in wrltmg that the Clty of Ottawa mtends to desrgnate the area

. as’a BIA ‘Within two months, edch busmess notified has the rlght to present a petition or ob_]ectron tothe =~

f,.des1gnat10n The obJectron or petrtlon must be addressed to the City Clerk, who then decrdes if there are sufﬁmen
objectlons or petmons to preclude C1ty Councﬂ from approvmg the BIA _ ' L :

',Two COIldlthIlS determlne sufﬁ(:lency
e 1 Do the petltlons represent objectlons by one-thlrd of all those not1fied'7 '

o 2 ' Is the commercral assessment of the lands held by the objectors equal to or greater than one—thn'd of the
total commermal assessment of all husmesses in the proposed area'? .

I these two condltlons are met City Ccuncll wﬁl not give ﬁnal approval to the BIA If these two condltlons are not
" met, Clty Councrl may pass a by law estabirshmg the BIA : : : ;

:, If no obJectlons or pet1t1ons are rece1ved wrthln thlrty days aﬂer the Clty marls the notrce the Ctty Councit approvai
of the BIA by-law is final, If City Councll approves the by-law and objections or petmons weére recéived within -
e "thlrty days the BIA by-law does not come into effect without the approval of the Ontario Muntcrpal Board (OMB).
- In this case, the OMB miay ‘choosé to hold a hearing at'a later date, o wh1ch obj ectors and supporters will be invited.
7 -The OMB may or may not approve the BIA by—law and it may nnpose condltrons on the BIA as 1t sees fit.

HOW DOES A BIA OPERATE"
\ Board of Management

' :-:When the BIA by-law has recelved ﬁnal approval Clty Councﬂ may appomt members to the board of management
' 'whlch i3 a corporate body, While there is no limit on the number of menibers from the business community, at least

. ofie meriber must also be & member of Clty Counctl Members from the business community must either be

h _assessed for busmess tax m the area or be a nommee of a person or corporat1on assessed for busmess tax in the area.

The board of management servmg the entire BIA should 1nvolve representanves of the retarl professmnal service
and financ1al sectors These members, together with the Clty Counc1l representatlve(s), form the board of




management The BIA membershlp can recommend aslate of eandldates to Clty Counc1I for appointment to the
board Each member of the board may hoId office for the term of Clty Counct[

: BIA Budge

The board of management shall submlt to Councll its budget estimates for the current year and shall not expend any
moneys not included in the estimates approved by Council. The board shall not borrow money and without prior
approval of Council, it may not incur any indebtedness extending beyond the current year. Within the confines of
‘the approved budget the Board of Management has the authority to determine what does and does not become part
of the i lmprovement and promotlonal program to set prlorltles and to apportlon funds.

BIA Fundmg

Money for the annual BIA budget is col]ected from the busmesses in the area. Generally, each busmess pays the
" proportion of the budget ‘that its conunercml assessment bears to the total commercial assessment of the area. For
example, if the commercial assessment of a business is $1, 000. and the total commercml assessment of the area is
$100,000. then the business will contrlbute 1% of the budget. The leglslatlon permits Clty Council to set a special
BIA charge for any business whlch in the opinion of Council derives greater or lesser benefit from the
‘establishment of the BIA. Every busmess in a BIA must cenmbute its share to the budget. The money is collected
asa tax by the City of Ottawa




